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Portraits of a City

For Clarinet in Bb, Violin, and Piano
ca. 6'

Program Notes

were certain emotions that simply being in the city would evoke in any person experiencing it. The two
movements are of contrasting style and each have their own musical influences as well as extramugica
influences. The musical material in each movement reflects the experiences | wanted to capture!

This piece is a reflection on my experiences from when | lived in New York City when | was younger. There@

The first movement begins with an empty and ambiguous sound, to reflect the uncertainty th might
have while navigating the city. The music quickly grows to an expansive volume and ra pr&senting
the massive and looming buildings of downtown. The second movement is a fanfas€, @onv8ying the
triumphant feeling of standing atop a skyscraper and looking over the city, abovgit all. title of the

movement is, of course, also a quote from Ferris Bueller's Day Off, which is itsglf a Wibute to the city of

Chicago. \

These two musically distinct movements come together to convey the W invigorating feelings of
i

the city, whether as a person living in the city or as a tourist, to see the sights.

ormanc&
ys, any§infe th&re is a time signature change.

Both movements
Breath marks @regmglicated in net part as suggested breathing places.
V & Violin:
Altgrnat %een Q

\ s at increasing and decreasing speeds, as indicated by the beams.

u crease the pressure used to bow on the strings, until reaching a quasi-overpressure sound.
Return to normal bow pressure where indicated.
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Transposed Score Jilin Zhang
1. Spiraling Architecture
Playful, light J=120
% = 5 % 3 /3
Clarinet in Bb _9_4 = % = % = Z = Z
A ~
Violin ,@_4":_4 - %

Piano mp

4
=
5
A I I I&_
] - I - - I - I
Cl in Bb %tg | | 4
I - e
Vin ! o
3 - 4
€ 4
Pno
< ¥ = B < 3 3 - 4
L ¢ 4 L < < y/a
I \ 11 I ]
—= " = |
I = E I 1
s ~
I - \l o T I - I= F o p 2 I
| N ===
p
loco1
o 'hlﬁ 5 - o 2] p 2 -
P A . P }’ “?:‘
g
Pno Y4 hb
: bifeg: \ =
T h—p e e——

Copyright © 2026 Jilin Zhang



Portraits of a City

i

IT. Eel
%&

12

817a_|

o
T

"
o
T

-

pPp

s

o

Cl.in Bb

Vin

~y ~C
- -
~{|
\@' I
Y N
|
o~
—
el
hnhv
iry
N
.%
X
L1 oY
N "
1
Mhunm q nm
= =
[sa) s
g >
o

8’0(1_|
e

(Dost.)



Portraits of a City

Cl.in Bb

A
1
~t ]
|
X
(11 | 33
qd ~ I
N .
q 3 T
£
XY
P i~ TT®A
[ B
N ﬁ”
q q
L Yil 1
[ B
N
U |
'.—ll ~C
.| |
N
Q| | N
il Wy i
-
unmul
[ I\
H T A
1 ~t 1 ||.u.w. A
™~ N
oHN || - e )
A._ | >At. N
N [
Q “.l
G_ i
A TR ﬁ clll
S —
=} =}
= &

(Sost.)

d

1__+-

%

P24
fod

“®

o

] o O @

(Dost.)

= ‘
q
ANQL % |
B m Jhﬂ
~t L\
(i)
A S
i
- ﬁ
, o
SR N [N
— e —
=] ]
= &

Cl.in Bb

Py
| o |

T

o
I

19

-—r,

bl |

<
&
€

1 & 1




o~
3
AL
x|
=
Q
of
™~
i~
i~
M~
AGLL
EX)
Q|
]
Q|
x|
e
2 A
O W
<
[
o
n
-
o=
2]
8
o ~t
o
[al

N
y ]

Py
| #* 1

31

7 A
V 4t

~sdl

L
o'
il |

| &7 1

uh

L
o{*

1L
ot
bl |

| #* 1

Cl.in Bb

Vin

Je

f

17 4
7 S
{eS

A

Cl.in Bb

Sost..

|
g

81)a_|

e

7

o o o o




£

b ALy

D L0)
D L0)
el
) L0 B
J 4.0

A

L2 d

1
ol

Y
I 10
R

- d

g
LT Y

S sub.
}sub.

A

Portraits of a City

1L

L

/_\

be

1]

oy

T

L d

fe i

mf

loco™
1

#!&

pp

7 4
[ £ Y
[ . WL
[ £ Y

40
42

Cl.in Bb
Vin
Cl.in Bb
Vin




Portraits of a City

T wit)
oLy
L1l
Rt e
1)
st TN (S
oL Teli[A
ol W _HJ.
NI e e | A
(e}
)|
Y 2 Teli[A
Ea =
Saca e
- - l—ch>
I O 1 11
TTITIA
- - |—|71>
| ] ] 1] |_|T_>
- |—|70>
TTSTTRIA S
[ Inee A0 A0
N N
e
TN
hrq ﬁ-.vv;
T8 -A
]
i3 A
$]-
e 1A
1)
B
L fmJ $IA
£ N M
N
= 2
= &

51

=
o

L
]
l

y N

S
‘_-"“_-'"L
N>

>

~— @ T _IN

~—
> -

p
>

NSV
oJ

Cl.in Bb

|

no

oo 1c Icee [Ice e
~t
mu

T
L 1 1 N
X AL hH
>l|H— S >¢|H— =H.=
L)
™~ 3 ~t N
<Q e
N
i~ pN H .nnu.. .
o™~
[ BN
N
[ [ 1 i~y
AQ AQ
rel S el -
N
[ BN
b b ~t AN
B 1\
P
it -~ i -
-4
[ &
N
[ [ 1 i~y
ASTN | & AN N
[ BN\
b b ~t N
B 1\
N
b
Lmnvml ~
S N
ﬁ[.
i
] Ik )
Ty
LIS
NGO M
S —
=]
<
~




Portraits of a City

sotto voce

59

E e S T

[ £.. W ©]
SV (Y
o

i

£,

4

o

| V& 1

TR A

TR A

is

TR A

Cl.in Bb

Pno

62

ERED

Jf sub.

LLEA

$RIA

1 |M|
(Y
|,
LYl
D
XY
A
B
L
AN
!
NEre <
= =
B —
£ g
&)

;:#;L;:

-

St G TR ST T

gradually increase pressure

be

™ 3] y
AL o
il
l A
L |WI A
3|
Al
h.rL A
¢ ,
o i
SO YRR NS ot TRN
L
s
= 2
= &



Portraits of a City

Sany S=n Jonl
' G
Sl olmy
1] & Al & b x|
e allls [[llle & s
=
SRR ENSIEPENGC:
N
X IWI
uﬂ. k3 T
2 2
2
(@} .
< AL T e
>y
W N by
o))
< A T8N TTe
s %ﬁ& e
e [
DAL ﬂ.> TT®
1 Q)
! o
; | b
N gExS i
.. ~ it
N \ &
N
=] o
= &

IA

A

b9
T

(

o




Portraits of a City

i

i

i

Pno




Portraits of a City

10

e
Nt
~e
B
W e |
N oy
3
FN >A .L_ mo>.h Q
Xl
EI.N
N
[ [
(<
Ml
~d 1 [
N
~t ~e
. .f-._;
3 ~HL
[ 9
N - o m |M|
=&l
S [ 1
X
]
~e 2~
A AL
i~
- . W .
%Aunmw Aunmwd .
e
- =] o
M = £
3}

88

Cl.in Bb

Vin



Portraits of a City

2. Life Moves Pretty Fast
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